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Persons of an unknown number would pay a nominal fee to enter the "Texas Hold-Em" Tournament. 
The fee is probably negotiable but would be in the range of Twenty Five to Fifty Dollars ($25 to $50) 
per person. A "Texas Hold-Em" Poker Tournament would ensue with the registered players 
participating at various tables and using chips that although have a money denomination actually 
represent no money changing hands. (For the Fifty Dollar ($50.00) buy in the player would receive 
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in chips that have no actual cash value.) As the Tournament 
progresses the players that accumulate the most chips will by skill force out the less skilled players 
and at the end of the evening the winners at each table will accumulate and play a final table at 
which a certain number of prize places will be paid by the establishment to those persons winning 
the Tournament.  

                                                                     S U M M A R Y 

A holder of an on-premises alcoholic beverage permit may not, without violating 
both section 47.04(a) of the Penal Code and Rule 35.31 of the Alcoholic 

Beverage Commission, host a poker tournament in which participants risk money 
or any other thing of value for the opportunity to win a prize. A holder of an on-

premises alcoholic beverage permit may, without violating either section 47.04(a) 
of the Penal Code or Rule 35.31 of the Alcoholic Beverage Commission, host a 
poker tournament in which participants do not risk money or any other thing of 

value for the opportunity to win a prize. 

Very truly yours,  
 

 

GREG ABBOTT  
Attorney General of Texas 


